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Alton Town Council welcomes the redevelopment of this derelict site. Its prominence makes it 

essential that it aligns with our strategic vision. Despite several good features in the proposals, a 

number of concerns remain. 

Although there are welcome proposals to incorporate renewable energy, the scale of the ambition 

still does not match the urgency of the climate emergency that has been declared by EHDC, ATC and 

HCC. Notably the reliance on gas fired central heating is contrary to current government policy to 

phase out such installations. Alternatives must be urgently evaluated. 

Central to the plans is the creation of an amenity corridor through the site based on the River Wey. 

We share the concerns expressed by the Environment Agency (ref HA/2019/121634/04), and 

referred to in the case officer’s report paragraph 10 (page 32). With only 200 chalk streams surviving 

in the world, they support a huge diversity of plant and invertebrate life. A healthy chalk stream has 

a meandering course that maintains natural processes within the river. Hard banks constrain the 

river and severely limit these processes, whilst straight channels lack any of the natural processes 

required to support a diversity of species and habitats. The community is very committed to get our 

chalk stream back to a state that supports thriving wildlife habitats and is a focus of civic pride. To 

achieve a healthy and attractive asset, we need to give the river more space where it enters the 

brewery site, allowing for a meandering course with soft landscaped natural banks. Discussions 

should immediately be started to improve the flow and adjoining landscape of the river. 

The provision of a community hub on the site is an important aspect of this development. While 

accepting that its internal layout and management are subject to future discussions, it is essential 

that we ensure that it will be adequately sound proofed to function without creating friction or 

nuisance to neighbouring residents. The proposal to make widespread use of forced ventilation and 

fixed windows is not ideal. The building must be constructed in a way that does not transmit noise 

through its structure to the residents above. 

Pedestrian access to this site requires enhancement. Several of the access points use steps. Ramps 

should be provided to allow disabled access. A pedestrian crossing is needed on Lower Turk Street. 

Footpath 42 needs to provide level access to the station forecourt. 

The brewery was the largest employer in Alton. It is imperative that the employment contributions 

flowing from this development are used to regenerate the local economy, including the 

encouragement of businesses that will act as catalysts for further growth. 

Thank you for your attention. 


